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The Fraternity & 
Sorority Life 
Success Story 

by Bo Mantooth, Director of 
Fraternity & Sorority Life  

 

Fraternities and sororities at 
ISU are very involved in 
activities and programs that 
enrich the college experience 
by encouraging excellence in 

100 Years of Celebrating Student 
Success 

 
In the early 1900s, ISU's students and faculty issued a 
monthly newsletter called the Normal Advance. In the 1913-
14 academic year, two articles captured the sentiment 
associated with the sending forth of a new class of graduates 
and of the joy and privilege of working in an educational 
community. Enjoy, and thanks for all that you have done all 
year in support of student success.  
  

College Course 
Slowly, but surely, has the close of another year approached, 
sending many days of joy, as well as trial and tribulation, into 
the inevitable past. Nearer and nearer to the goal of our 
College career we are carried, and though we have enjoyed 
these days, we would not, if we could, have them return again. 
We are anxious to go into the future, to solve new problems, 
to meet new difficulties, and to show to the world our true 
worth and character. To our graduating seniors, we, the 
remaining members of the class give our heartiest 
congratulations and sincerest wishes for their future success. 
They have proven themselves worthy of our esteem and 
reverence by mastering their school work. Yet, the most 
important things are not the victories, nor defeats, not the 
struggles, though not all of these will ever be forgotten, but 
the elements of character, the result of strong self-reliant 
manhood or womanhood that have been formed, and which 



academics, leadership, and 
community service.  Each of 
the 26 Greek organizations 
seeks to excel in the classroom 
and expect each member to 
contribute to success inside 
and outside of the classroom. 
Studies have shown that 
students in fraternities and 
sororities are often retained at 
a higher rate from their first 
year to their second year and 
that they often graduate at a 
higher rate than students who 
do not join a fraternity or 
sorority. The data at ISU 
indicates that students in 
fraternities and sororities at 
ISU graduate 20% higher rate 
than students that do not join 
and are retained from their 
first year to their second year 
at a 21% higher rate. The 
comprehensive benefits of 
membership in a fraternity or 
sorority has also been 
recognized by ISU students in 
the past three years as 
evidenced by a 37% increase in 
the number of students 
affiliated with fraternities and 
sororities (883 to 1207). 
  
Membership in a fraternity or 
sorority is more than just 
joining a specific chapter; it is 
about growing as part of the 
community with shared values 
and ideals. This fall, Reeve 
Hall will open and house 360 
women who will work closely 
with two graduate assistants in 
partnership between the Office 
of Residential Life and the 
Office of Fraternity & Sorority 
Life. Serving as a Living-
Learning Community, Reeve 
Hall will provide the 
opportunity to become part of 
a unique experience, with 
programs and facilities to 
support the interests of the 
community members.  
  

will influence the lives of others. We give them our blessings 
as they go forward into their different walks of life, where they 
will maintain the standard of the class and their Alma Mater.  
  

Faculty Blessing 
The time is again approaching when everyone should make a 
pause and enumerate the many blessings for which he should 
be truly grateful. How pleasant such time must be if a 
professor fully realizes that his work will be duly rewarded 
when he inspires a student to become a Washington, urges 
him to become a Lincoln, and helps him to become a good 
citizen.  
  
Almost countless numbers of papers must be graded by any 
instructor of this school. Nevertheless, he should not worry 
about that, but should think of the vast importance of the 
subject matter of such papers. From that alone should he be 
able to reap just rewards. Moreover, a teacher's vocabulary 
must surely be enriched by grading papers that he will finally 
have a perfect command of the English language. Inspiration 
is another important thing in the life of every individual. The 
Normal professor must, indeed, be blessed with this when he 
looks into the seventy-five or eighty faces in each class. Such 
beaming countenances and amiable features would certainly 
be an inspiration to anyone. What an inspiration it must be to 
hear the members of a class say "I don't know," or "I don't 
understand your questions," when asked for information.  
  
Another great privilege of a Normal professor is that of sitting 
enthroned on the rostrum so that he can hear sweet, mellow 
strains of music, see the latest fads and fashions of dress, and 
note the impressions made by his fellow teachers. But the 
greatest degree of that blessing is the privilege of standing 
forth and, by means of an eloquent flow of speech, giving to 
the receptive and plastic minds of the youthful student body, 
morals that sink deep into their very being and become a part 
of them.  

Student Spotlight 

by Felicia Barro,  Graduating Senior    

                                                                     

My journey at Indiana State started out normally, like any 
other freshman. I was taking the typical general education 
classes and working part-time. Things started to get rough 
when it was time to take the Praxis I test for my Elementary 
Education major. It seemed like every time I saw my advisor 
he would say, "You've got plenty of time to take the test." That 
is until the end of my sophomore year when it needed to be 
passed in order to move on within my major. 



The Greek community at ISU 
has experienced a great year - 
from membership and service 
to academics and facilities. 
Recent efforts earned the 
Office of Fraternity & Sorority 
Life regional and national 
recognition such as the 2012-
13 National Panhellenic 
Conference Excellence Award 
and two individual awards 
from the Association of 
Fraternal Leadership & 
Values. Tracy Machtan, 
Assistant Director of 
Fraternity & Sorority Life, was 
the recipient of the Steven B. 
Dealph Outstanding 
Fraternity/Sorority 
Professional Award and 
Caitlyn East, senior member of 
Delta Gamma, received the 
Wayne S. Colvin Outstanding 
Undergraduate Fraternal 
Values Award.  

Fast Facts 

 

For the Fall 2009 
starting freshmen 

cohort, 324 of them 
had more than 124 
earned or enrolled 

hours by Spring 2013 
(their "senior" year), 

16% of the entire 
starting cohort.   

The monetized cost of 
the credit hours 

earned beyond 124 

was more than $ 

.5 million. 
  

Almost 1/3 of those 
students did not apply 

to graduate that 
spring. 

 

Unfortunately, I struggled to pass. I 
decided to take Recreation and Sports 
Management classes for one semester as a 
possible alternative major if I needed to 
make a change. By the end of that 
semester, I still did not have all of Praxis I 
passed. However, I did learn that 
Recreation and Sports Management was 
not for me. I knew overall the goal always 
was to be a teacher. I took the following 
semester off from school and passed the 
rest of the Praxis I test. Once I passed that, 
I got back in school the next semester 
which was Spring of 2013. It felt great to be 
back on track. In the Fall of 2013, I 

participated in the TOTAL program, which stands for 
Teachers of Tomorrow Advancing Learning. The first day of 
this semester the professors said, "This will be your toughest 
semester." What they failed to mention is it was also my most 
rewarding and influential semester I had ever had at ISU. I 
am currently enjoying student teaching at another great 
school and am equally excited to graduate. I've had my ups 
and downs throughout my college experience, but I never 
gave up. I never changed my mind about what I wanted. I 
found I have this incredible connection with kids that I can 
pursue for the rest of my life.  

 

Did You Know?  

  
A recent American Enterprise Institute study of 1,700 colleges 
and universities investigated performance on the three metrics 
associated with the Obama administration's proposed new rating 

system - access, cost, and success. Using a rubric built around 
those institutions with 25% or more enrolled Pell students, an 
average net price of $10,000 or less per year, and a 
completion rate of 50% or higher in six years, just 19 
institutions met this standard. Indiana State easily met the 
Pell standard (43%), had an average net price nearly at the 
standard ($11,183), and a completion rate of 44%. With a goal 
of a 50% 6-year completion rate by 2017, and budgetary 
planning that enables modest tuition increases in the next few 
years, ISU has the potential to be among the elite institutions 
nationally that meets this emerging definition of "excellence". 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001GGvTFXTXdWqjlJFEa0JvOvl4we2tzlsQodA1smRC43NRCsO70CXvFDEWj_z0UfnHQZWLM0NNckZPCoANuZhjHTjinN524DLIVW5UtYfeHahLvvxKYntepgxd3m9JPgdy4hG2zhJcdQukrxBbzjY_g-wGNGWVI7KX6fBhd7yHJGo21lOGrym7UoH6FgkLdu8jfMw-mr76Nq_w0ptDvuejMUgF2F8mCNsnHrZW4n-gCyE=


Quick Links 
  

 Our Website 
  

Follow Us on Twitter 
  

Office of Student Success 
Parsons Hall 203 

237-8378 
debra.jeffries@indstate.edu 

jopowers@indstate.edu 
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